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Shortsshapingupbig
By INGRID RANDOJA

hat makes a good short FILM!
film?Well, agood WHEN W HE RE
short gets its message

without rushing, it16 atvarioustheatresacrossdowntown
THE 25TH ANNUAL TORONTO INTERNA-
TIONAL FILM FESTVAL, September 7 to

Toronto. 968-3456. Www.bell.ca/filmfest

across quickly but

takes narrative short-
cuts without being

confusingand, if it's reallygreat, it
provides an emotional jolť you
weren'texpecting.
Since its inception 25 years

ago, the Toronto Interna-
tíonal FilmFestival
has been committed
to Canadian shorts.
It's an important un-
dertaking because

ment and rarely receive

these films never get
the red-carpet treat-

critical notice, which is a
shame since they deserve
attention.

T 0Ro N T0
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FILMFESTtJanis Cole has been making dou-
mentaries for almost 25 years, a re-

-markable achievement in this coun-
try, Herfeminist films are rarely
showy it's allaboutthesubject
matter-but she'schanged the way
we seewomen in prison, prostitutes
and femaledirectors.
With Bowie: One In A MIllon

(Septeimber9, 3:30 pm, ROM; Sep-
tember 10, 6:30 pm, Varsity), she
takes on male violence against wo-
men, Cathy Bowie was Cole's
friend, a lively woman murdered by
her husband. It's not a new story,
but by using a meat-and-potatoes
approach including newspaper clip-
pings and exçerpts from radio
newscasts, a subdued yet still angry
Cole shows how.common spousal
violence is and how lightly socičty
treatsit

ingridr@nowtoronto.com


